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Population, Health, and Nutrition Sector

· What do you do when the Ministry of Health demands lessons learned from projects similar to the one you’re trying to launch and you have no time to obtain them?

· Where do you go to learn about the latest literature in your field?

· How do you know if the project similar to the one you want to start has already been tried in another country, and how do you find out how successful or unsuccessful it was?
We Can Help You
Development Information Services (DIS) , located in PPC/CDIE,

provides information and research to support your work.
Within DIS, there are three PHN subject matter experts who are skilled in researching PHN issues and who are familiar with a wide range of PHN topics. We help you find answers to questions that arise in the course of your work, and tailor our responses to meet your needs. For example, we can provide

· Syntheses of lessons learned
· Referrals to or contact with subject specialists

· Literature reviews
· 

· Bibliographies
· Technical assistance, including web page design, and training in using information sources available through the Internet

· Delivery of journal articles and other documents 
· 

Please note

· There is no charge for our service

· We are here to help USAID staff and current partners

· We work with you to meet your deadlines

· We can be reached by phone, e-mail, or via the Internet (http://cdie.usaid.gov/dis/default.cfm)
The DIS PHN Research Team 

Lane Vanderslice, Sr. Research Analyst
(202) 712-4616

lvanderslice@usaid.gov

Stephanie DeMoss, Research Analyst
(202) 661-5841

sdemoss@dis.cdie.org

1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 1425, Washington, DC 20004

(202) 661-5800   http://cdie.usaid.gov/dis/

USAID DIS is part of USAID's Center for Development Information & Evaluation
What Resources Do We Use?

· USAID—project and program experience, including design documents, results packages, evaluations, special studies, and reports, as well as specialists in specific topics

· Other donors and organizations—the World Bank, the UN, the World Health Organization (WHO), other donor agencies, and NGOs or PVOs specializing in PHN issues, as well as specialists in specific topics.  

· Scientific literature—hundreds of databases and reference sources through the DIALOG database network and the MEDLINE system of the National Library of Medicine.

· Internet—appropriate Internet sites and listservs on health‑related issues. 

What are Some Examples of Previous Research Topics?

· decentralization of health care systems
· contracting out of health services

· integration of FP and HIV/AIDS programs
· NGO roles in reproductive health delivery

· male involvement in family planning 
· telemedicine


· geographic information systems
· pharmaceutical cost recovery

· nutrition program evaluations

· needle exchange programs

· HIV/AIDS prevention program evaluations


Our Commitment to You

Development Information Services is committed to excellence in service, innovation in approach, and integrity in action. If you feel that we can assist you, please let us know. We look forward to hearing from you and serving as a reliable source of information for your work.

Other Sectors and Regional Specialists

DIS research specialists and economic analysts are available to address issues in other sectors in which USAID works, including economic growth, agriculture, and trade; and democracy, conflict, and humanitarian assistance. We can direct questions in these areas to the appropriate person on our staff. DIS also has researchers and economic analysts with regional expertise in each of the four regions USAID works.

Selected Information Sources 

The USAID Library

The primary focus of the library’s collection is international development and economic assistance. The collection is composed of commercially published books and serials, reference materials, newspapers, USAID reports and serials, and CD-ROMs. 

· The library catalog is accessible on-line at http://library.info.usaid.gov/
· USAID development partners with a current USAID contract or cooperative agreement may borrow books from the Library and obtain journal articles through inter-library loan. Contact cdie_info@usaid.gov
· The USAID Library has a number of PHN journals including AIDS, Social Science and Medicine, Health Policy and Planning, and Lancet that are quite helpful for PHN work in developing countries.

USAID Publications

USAID maintains several online databases of USAID documents including the Development Experience System (DEXS) database, a large database of USAID and development partner publications; the R4 database; and Congressional Presentations/ Congressional Budget Justifications from the past six years.

· The DEXS database has listings for over 110,000 USAID technical and programmatic documents, with over 8,000 now available for download.

http://www.dec.org/partners/dexs_public/

· R4s are the current USAID principal programmatic document. These, and country strategy statements, are available at http://www.dec.org/partners/r4/ 
· The 2002 Budget Justification and other annual USAID publications can be accessed from http://www.usaid.gov/pubs/ 
USAID Document Submissions

All USAID-funded publications must be submitted to the Development Experience Clearinghouse for inclusion in the DEXS database (see above) which serves as USAID’s institutional memory and makes documents publicly available.

· Instructions for electronic and paper copy document submission can be found at http://www.dec.org
Medline

The National Library of Medicine maintains a database of over 11 million citations from 4,300 biomedical journals from around the world. The database, which has an excellent “help” section, is located at http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi
DIS Stats

The DIS statistical information unit maintains an online database of economic and social statistics compiled from many U.S. and international sources.  Search by country, sector, and source; select from standard queries or create your own. http://cdie.usaid.gov/esds/
We will be happy to discuss additional USAID and external information sources that we use.
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